Mission Statement 

To foster community engagement and creative problem solving through urban gardening and networking with other Denver activists. 

Why and How

There are countless reasons why the Urban Gardens movement is creating big waves across the country. Vegetables picked months ago and shipped for long distances and stored for weeks until artificially ripened do not have the same nutritional value as freshly picked food.  Also, as energy costs increase, so do the costs of transporting and buying food.  People started to tend food gardens to feel connected to their food source, to save money and to set an example for a future that might come sooner than expected.


Oil will only become more and more scarce as time goes on, and we have many lessons to learn from one country that has already experienced an artificial peak oil situation. Cuba lost more than half of its oil imports after the fall of the Soviet Union and they underwent many changes to survive on less energy. One of their most effective changes was to move from petroleum-hungry mechanized agriculture to an abundance of small urban gardens where people could grow their own food to share and sell at farmers markets without the use of petroleum based pesticides.

In the United States this example has sparked groups like Denver Urban Gardens, Slow Food Nation and many others to join the movement and start growing food anywhere big enough to hold a potted plant. Urban gardens can be as small as some herbs and lettuce on a sunny windowsill, as a big as a shared community garden lot, and most visible when they take over your front yard. Their food goes to the gardeners, food pantries, school cafeterias and restaurants in our communities. The idea is sharing, not making profit. 

Our vision for this program is to begin by networking with existing groups on a variety of Colorado’s campuses to share knowledge and resources. The first garden we hope will be on campus. We'll also reach out to the Denver community and set up a "yard volunteer list" where people who have the yard space and the desire to grow food , but maybe not the knowledge or man power can "donate" their yards to our group. We will then match students and mentoring gardeners to these plots and work with their owners to prepare the soil, plant the seeds, tend the garden and share the harvest when the time comes.

The ultimate goals of the program are:
•       To  foster community engagement
•       To assist the transition to more sustainable culture in the city
•       To grow respect for the earth and knowledge about its ecosystems
•       To engage would-be activists and empower them with the tools to organize for ANY cause. 
A Very Rough Timeline
· Recruitment

· Existing sustainability clubs 

· Classroom announcements

· Posters

· Initial Interest Meeting

· Introduce people to the concept

· Outline goals and mission statement

· Set up volunteer contact list

· Community Outreach

· Canvassing 

· Posters

· Press Releases

· Cooperation with Denver Urban Gardens, Slow Food Nation and other colleges

· Community Interest Meeting

· Introduce people to the concept

· Outline goals and mission statement

· Set up volunteer contact list

· Students and community volunteers network

· Set up Partnerships

· Confirm property commitments

· Set up leadership structure 


· Small groups of mixed experience that will work together on plots

· Deciding what to grow, where and when 
· Prepare the Soil

· Soil Testing

· Ph, nutrients, pollution, soil type and quality

· Asses steps needed to get it ready for planting

· Compost Collection Project

· Composting Education

· Campus and community compost bins 

· Restaurants, dining hall

· Community pit

· Manure collection? Mmmm… fun

· Working the soil

· Each plot must be prepared as deemed necessary by soil testing and planned crop use. 
· Planting & Harvest

· On campus green house for seedlings?

· So much more to still plan and discuss… 

